& Rays Beamed on Pruonens
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—The Atomic Energy Commis-
sion beamed X-rays into the
teticles of 131 prisoners in
Oregon and Washington in the
1940’s to test if heavy radiation
cofdld make them sterile, the
Energy Research and Develop-
ment Administration confirms.
The prisoners gave written
t to the experiments and
Jatér underwent vasectomies
afer the radiation had da-
maged their reproductive sys-
tefs to the extent that they
coald have fathered deformed
dren, a spokesman for
ernmient agency sdd.
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The radlatxon made some of
the prisoners sterile for as long
as five years, the research
agency said, but medical exa-
minations and studies of tissue
samples_showed that they all
recovered their fertility.

There is no evidence that
the radiation produced cancer
in any of the prisoners, the
agency said. ‘But the Federal
Government is not certain be-
cause no comprehensive follow-
up check of the pmson&: hasg
been made,
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